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MAIA IZORIA
ANA KLDIASHVILI

Apollon Kutateladze Thilisi State Academy of Art

ON THE SEMANTICS OF THE TRIALETI PETROGLYPHS

The article discusses Trialeti petroglyphs - prehistoric rock art discovered in the Southern Georgia, Tsalka district
of the Kvemo Kartli (Eng. Lower Kartli) region, village of Gantiadi (Eng. Dawn). They were found in the canyon-like
valley of the Avdriskhevi river on the bare rocks of the river terraces. According to the typological characteristics
of the lithics they date back to the Mesolithic period, as well as the early and late Bronze Age.

The study which started in the late 1990s focuses on the Trialeti petroglyphs. Results of the research were publis-
hed in 2001 in the book “Georgia I” being the first attempt to analyze the bare rock scraped images from the art
historical point of view. The images from different periods revealed that for an extended period this massive rocky
area, historically known as Trialeti, served as a sacred (holy) site.

Based on the semantic structure of the scraped images, it became clear, that the scholars were dealing with
conventional forms, i. e. the images conditioned by the social customs and the belief systems of their creators.
The petroglyphs should not be understood as direct illustrations (mimesis) of hunting scenes, but rather a depic-
tion of sacred and symbolic essence of hunting. Pictorial language of the Trialeti petroglyphs is very laconic and
schematic with no analogues found in the world. All discovered details point to a continuous presence of a certain
tradition on the territory. It takes its origin from the ancient times and demonstrates unbroken and consistent
development over a long period of time.
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1. bgoo oMmosemgomol 33@MmMam0B100L Jamem3sb dsbin3by
View of the rocky massif of Trialeti petroglyphs

3. 98390 8¢n3080L godmbobyamgdgdn, s3bsBgmn
Figures of the Agtsa Cave, Abkhazia, Upper Paleolithic Age

2. 08¢300330L ggm3gy@moynamo Bnagymhyon, ndgmgon
Geometric figures of the Mghvimevi Cave, Imereti,
Upper Paleolithic Age
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4. o0fng00, 3gBmmomn, ofosgngyono 5. 3bm39amg00L godmbobnmgdgdn, oMosmyonn
Deer, Mesolithic Age, Trialeti Figures of animals, Trialeti

. 7. sgmogmn nhydn, mMosmionn
Dﬂ A wounded deer, Trialeti

6. 500500560l godmUbabnmyds, ;mMosgmyon
Figure of a human, Trialeti
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8. (369bg00l Mgds, mMnsgyon 9. 08137 }YMoMydn, mMnsjon
The herd of Horses. Trialeti A pregnant female deer, Trialeti

10. bsfMo s 333emn, OMOSETNIN0 11. bsfmomgdo doldn, mMmosmIonn
A bull and a snake, Trialeti A bullin the net, Trialeti
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12. 39B0560 36360, mMosegon 13. 8sbg80 god3amon 36bn, Mooy
A humpbacked horse, Trialeti A horse in a trap, Trialeti
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14. 3M0b3gamo s 333e0, MnsgImo Abird and asnake, Trialeti

15. 300580560L gos8mbsobyamgds, mfmosemgon  Figure of a human, Trialeti



